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Manny Mencia's trade missi aidtoFlorid:

ies standout.

International business
pervades commumty

By Zacpany Faoevaos

Few, it any., parts of Miami-
Dade County remain untouched
by international business

1175 not, however, done enly
at the Port of Miami. It's in
Coral Gables and Westehester,
when the Umversity of Mianm
and Flerida International Uni-
versity bring ja students from
around the world. 1t happene
across Miami when some of the
largest Spanish banks in recent
vears tock over home-grown
nstitutions like TotalBank and
City National Bank.

And in banking, the Bracon
Council’s Mario Sacasa. whe
heads international cconomie
development programs. nomi-
nated Dario Fuentes, general
manager Caja de Ahorros del
Mediterrance’s Miami office
and Florida International Bank-
ers Asseciation president

“He's really placed Caja
Mediterraneo on the map lo-
cally” Mr, Sacasa sand. He also
highlighted Mr. Fuentes™ work
at FIBA establishing official re-
fattonships with other orgamza-
tions like the Beacon Council
and the Greater Miami Chamber
of Commerce.

Inaddition toestablishing those
relationships i hopes of giving
the association’s initiatives lon-
gevity, he's been working to fur-
ther cement Miami's '!lnlml tes.

“We are trying to approach
and connect Europe with the
Unitzd States,” he said. Some
of its members fast month were
in Madrid for aconference FIBA
helped orgamize that looked at
challenges bankers face across
the globe, particularly the sov-
ereign debt problemsin Europe.

“With all these things geing
on, reguiations being issued on
both sides of the world,” Mr.
Fuentes said, “it’s important we
work as a bridge to connec
both continents,

Asked who he thought has
steod out inthe international reaim
mthe past year, hequickly pomied
to Manny Mencia, Enterprise

Flonda’s senior vice presidentof

mtemational trade and business
development, 23 onc person at
'.hl. top of his game.

Jo recognized his w urk fast
year in our juricd event,” Mr.
Fuentes noted. "He has beiped a
fot in connecting and introduc-
ing the new governor to FIBA,
and we've worked together in
International Days and on dif-
ferent topics where we talk about

Dario Fuentes established links
in community for global bankers.

INT!INATIONAL BUSINESS
the impact the finance industry
is having en the cconomy.”

In fact, it was nearly impos-

sible to get anyone who deals

\\nh international business to
talk about anvone other than
Mr, Mencia when it came fo
feaders in the sector.

“He's running 2 lot of trade
nissions, tor one thing,” said
Sharyn Koenig, regional diree-
tor of the Expuort- lmpml Bank's
Southeast region, =1 know he's
got Peru and Chile coming up
this maonth, and ¥ think he'salse
involved in the Brazilian one
coming in October.”

That trip to Brazil in October
is 1o be led by Gov. Rick Scett
as a "Team Florda™ mission.

For Mr. Mencia, thispast year
has been spent helping Florida
companies start or expand their
¢Xports,

“100% of the manufacturer
growth in Florida since 2003
has come from exports,” he
said. Helping those bu:m csslap
markets abroad has been a con-
fnual focus,

“I'm convinced that for
Florida companics, exportis the
best option to grow,” Mr,
Meneia continued. “The see-
ond priority hasbeen expanding
our presence i key markets
worldwide by launching this
Brazil market entry mission
we're working on.”

On top of that, the agency
has recently opened an office in
Szo Paulo, along with others in
Shanghar and Montreal, inhopes
of decpering ties with seme of
Florida’s most prominent busi-
ness partners.

Dedicated environmental leaders
strive to keep Miami-Dade green

By Asiiey Hoegins

In a time when envirenmental
issues are at the forcfront of
everyone's mind, Miami-Dade
County officials are working v
ensure that the county stavs on
top of green initiatives that conld
contribute to a sustainable future.

Under the leadership of
Susanne Torriente, director
of Office of Sustainability, the
county has “reccived world-
wide recognition” for s eavi-
ronmental etforts, said Gabriole
Van Bryee, exccutive director
of Dream in Green, o monprofi
organization dedicated o de-

weloping and undertaking pro-
grams that profmote eneray con-
servation and efficiency. “The
seientific world is watching
Florida”

Ms. Torriente was recently
recognized by the White House's
Champions of Change program
for her efforts to green up the
county, a fact that Ms. Van
Bryceauributesto the director’s
GreenPrint program, 2
countywide sustainability plan
created to synchronize govern-
ment and community goals.

The program includes 137
initiatives designed o reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. It is
estimated the program wild re-
duce enissions by 1.5 millon
metric tons over the next five
vears, with even greater reduc-
tions in the future.

“It's vur plan for the future,”
. Van Bryee said. “That's
h gor than just the environ-

As pm’l of the Green Print pro-
gram, the Office eof
Sustzinzbility has lannched is
own green business certifivs
tion program. Under the pro-
gram, businesses can conduct
a seh=audit via the county’s
website and will receive a score
indicating how green they are,
Ms. Torricnte swid. It scores
meet certain measures, the
group would be encouraged to
apply Iur certification through
thz office

'\hann—l)mlc financed
GreenPrint, and many other
sustainability initiatives, through
Energy Efficiency and Con-
servation Block Grant Program.
funded by 2009's Amcrican
Recovery and Remvestment
Act. Currently 13 «r\rmu. s arcin
the works over cight county
departments,

According o Ms. Torricnte.
funds have been used to install
a cool roof on the Homestead
Library, 700 N Homestcad
Bivd., 1o host cnergy savings
workshops for county residents,
o issuc loans to local busines:
for encrgy retrofits and to in-
stall solar pancis on park build-
mgs.

“We're mecting all of our
milestones with the Department
of Energy,” Ms. Torriente said.
“Thev're very pleased with us
and w lml we've done with the
grant.”

But while Ms, Tomriente has
made great strides. she said that
Dan Kimball deserves to be
recognized for his environmen-
tal efforts as well.

=
Susanne Torriente helps county
receive worldwide recognitions.

Nick Gunialeads Alternaingreen

p
Mr. Kimball has worked with
the National Park Service 27
years, the Iast seven as superin-
tendent of Everzglades & Dry
Tortugas National Parks.

Before teaming up with the

Everglades, Mr. Kimball worked
asa :p*cia! as nt to the park
service deputy directorin Wash-
ington and was chicl of park
serviee's water resources divi-
ston for 10 vears,
As superintendent, Mr.
Kimball said he has worked to
restore the park”s imperiled cco-
svstem.

The group is constructing &
bridge on Tanami Tral that
will allow natural water to flow
into the park and is installing a
new soepage control system
outside of the park’s main en-
trance, His team has created the
countey s flargest “polland iredl”
Zone, lmmnm. theusc of internal
u\mbualnm motors in the
county, protecting Florida Bay's
natural resources and improv-
g rocreational fishing condi-
tions.

Over the past few years, Mr,
Kimbali's tcam has worked w
increase theirknowledge on cli-
mate change, “particularly in
Tight of the park s valncrability
tosea-fevel rise asarosult of its
tow clevation.” As two-thirds
of the park 15 less than one
meter abeve sea level. Mr.
Kimball 1s working o addre
chimate control issues before
they get out of hand.

“Restoring the park depends
on understandimg and support-
ing the park and its major role in
not onfy providing a place for
sitors 1o enjoy and recrcate,”
Mr. Kimball said, “butalso ree-
ognizing that i South Flonda
we are dependent on the Ever-
alades for our drinking water.”

According 1o Lee Cook, ex-
ceutive directorefthe US Gree
Business Council of South
Flonida, Nick Gunia, founder
of the Alterna Corp. and Dream
in Green, is alse working to

S

“.

TURNING GREEN
support Miami-Dade’s
sustainability cfforts.

With distribution centers in
Atlanta and Miami. Alerna is
the leading green building prod-
ucts distribution company in the
Seutheast US and Caribbean.
Its clicnts inchide Miami-Dade
County’s Water & Sewer De-
partment, Starwood Hotels and
the Carlisle Development Group,
the sixth-fargest housing devel-
oper in the nation.

A long-time environmental-
ist, Mr. Gunia said he got the
idea to start Afterna while help-
ing found the county’s Dream
inGreen program. Whils speak-
ing with building professions
Mr. Gunia noticed that there
scemed o bea shertage of green
products throughout the arca.
Always forward-thinking, Mr.
Gunia worked to fill that veid.

Building professionals “ex-
posed this vacuum in the mar-
ketplace that T saw the opportu-
ity 1o fill,” he said.

Mr. Gumnia said the mmp'm\'
has and a “phenomenal vear”
and plans to expand s reach.
Right now the business spans
ninc states and offers items de-
signed to conserve water and
natural resources. Preducts in-
clude dual-flush toilets, high-
efficiency facets and plumbing
systems, and reeyeled flooring.
countertops and wall pancls.

Mr. Kimball also plans o ex-
pand the Dream in Green pro-
aram. Having chaired the orga-
mization since 2046, he swid the
group has applied for grants
through the US Environmental
Protection / cy. Happroved,
the money would support a new
program designed o teach high
schuol students about the link
berween the environment and
human health.

According ta Mr. Cook,
“Alterna Corp. and Dream in
Gireen are theeving under |Mr.
Kimball™s| direction.”

Brett Bibeau, exceutive dirce-
tor of the Miami River Commnus-
sion, said Sandy Batchelor. a
governing member of the South
Florida Water Management Dis-
trict and head ef the Batchelor
Foundation, should also be ree-
ognized for her “stewardship to
environmental ca susesrepresent-
ing Miami-Dade County

Ms. Barchelor was "pmm:d
in 2010 by Gov. Charlic Cristto
the South Florida Water Man-
agement District, where she has
bee working 1o restore the
Everglades, manage flood con-
trol ¢fferts and analvze water
guality and quantity. The group
oversees 16 counties and 17
milhion resadenis acress Flonida,

The Batchelor Foundation
supports museums and other
cultural organizations and pro-
grams across South Florida
The foundations works with
organizations that aim © im-
prove the envirenment through
research and educational pro-
grams fTocused on the conser-
vation of natural resources.




